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About Up-2-Us

Set up in 2008 by an experienced group of professionals from social work, social
care, health, academic research, policy and the business world. We are a voluntary
organisation  providing  accommodation,  care  and  housing  support  services  to
vulnerable and high risk children and young people in the care and justice systems. 

We have a long history of care provision to some of the most high risk groups of
young people, and support young people and families 24/7 throughout the difficult
journey to adulthood. 

Response

Up-2-Us is absolutely clear that legislation and governing bodies must be in place to
protect  children  from ill  treatment  and  neglect  by  anyone.  Yet,  without  thorough
analysis  of  the  existing  system  it  is  difficult  to  be  clear  what  are  the  present
shortcomings and how might proposed legislation improve the situation. We suggest
that the issue may be better tackled by a thorough review of existing SSSC, Child
Protection and Criminal Justice measures, followed by proposals to tighten them as
appropriate.  

Up-2-Us'  immediate  response  to  the  proposed  legislation  is  that  it  lacks  clear
definition. In the first instance, how would one prove wilful neglect or ill-treatment,
and how would this be done proportionately across such a broad array of health and
social  care  environments?  Secondly,  where  do  we  draw  the  line  between
professional  negligence which  already exists  under  SSSC procedures,  and wilful
neglect in this new legislation?

Concerns have been raised as to the potential culture of mistrust which may result
from the proposed legislation, between workers and employers who may be pitted
against each other. What is crucial to outline, is how high up the chain liability will go,
for instance, in the case of contracted services will heads of service be accountable
outwith  the  individual  organisation?  The  answer  may  impact  on  local  authority
contracts, and indeed cost implications, which would undoubtedly result from legal
battles and advocacy. There needs to be real consideration of accountability, in line
with who holds ultimate responsibility for the care and protection of children. 

Up-2-Us asks,  what  improvement  will  this  legislation  make to  criminal  law,  child
protection  and  professional  registration,  and  what  does  this  mean  for  existing
standards of the Care Inspectorate and SSSC? 
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