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Up-2-Us understood the aim of the consultations was to understand children and 

young people’s feelings and learn what they know about their rights. Furthermore, to 

empower young people through the medium of consultation.  

Two consultation groups were held to sample our range of service users. One was 

held with a group of 5 young women aged 18-22 from the Time for Change Project 

on 29.06.16 and the second was conducted with 3 young women aged 14-17 from 

the Parent and Children’s Change Project held 30.06.16. 

Main findings are noted below, split by consultation and by group are as follows: 

 

1. Minimum age of criminal responsibility 

Young women 

The term ‘criminal responsibility’ should account for moral and developmental 

understanding, and depend on the circumstances of each case. Young women 

linked being involved in offending and harmful behaviours to family reputation, labels 

from being in care, and taught behaviour. 

 One young woman noted she had been used to carry drugs for her older 

brother at 10 years old. 

 Two of the young women recounted knowing a 9 year old boy in Secure 

Accommodation whose family were proud that he had started getting into 

trouble so early in life.  

 They all agreed that mental health affects behaviour, and that being held 

accountable depends on clarity of thought and moral understanding. Yet 

children between 8-12 years are often not flagged up to mental health.   

Up-2-Us takes the view that the criminal record of any individual under 12 should be 

sealed or wiped clean. Children should not be held accountable for poor decisions or 

behaviour for any time period that may affect their ability to move forward or make 

use of opportunities as they grow up. On the rare occasion serious crimes are 

committed such as trafficking, abuse of minors, murder, records should be kept in 

line with current policy for length of disclosure.  

The young women discussed the idea of the Police keeping samples from children. 

One young woman was keen for the idea of all members of society to have their 

DNA on database from birth to help identify individuals who have offended. Up-2-Us 

advocates that raising the age of criminal responsibility to 12 would protect children 

from Police keeping DNA markers on historical cases which would potentially unfairly 
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stigmatise them. Whether the age should be greater than 12 years is also 

contended.  

The group discussed whether victims should be given information about the 

individual who offended against them, such as their geographical location and status. 

They noted that there must be a balance of protection and justice, the young women 

raised the concern that those who commit offences are also more often than not 

victims themselves and any public knowledge of them could potentially put them at 

risk. As many offending young people know what it is to be a victim it could be 

helpful to further the use of restorative justice.  

On the whole the group did not think raising the age would make a notable difference 

to young people. Specifically they related this to offending rates, that raising the age 

might be read by young people as an allowance to behave/ offend in harmful or 

negative ways until 12 years with no criminal consequence. Thinking retrospectively 

they understood that had this legislation been in place for them that they might not 

have gotten a criminal record as early as they did, and that ultimately raising the age 

would be a preventative step.  

Up-2-Us support the ideal that by raising the age to 12, young people will be 

safeguarded within the welfare system until that point; reducing the powers of the 

Police to keep samples and records of incidences committed under 12 years which 

would impact on their future prospects. We believe that it is within the interests of 

Scottish policy to increase the age in line with UN/ European and World standards. 

The young women had 3 main messages –  

 That individuals need support and opportunities to help with offending 

behaviours. Checks should be carried out, there are concerns from the 

young women that individuals who need help do not always get it. This is 

especially the case in regards mental health.  

 Support provided for mental health is not effective, one young woman 

commented that professionals do not understand symptoms, she would 

want to speak to someone who gets what she is going through.  

 Professionals do not always understand the process of their engagement, 

that young women take time to respond based on their difficult 

experiences with adults and interaction with multiple agencies. This does 

not mean they do not want or need support.  

 

Younger Girls 

The younger group overwhelmingly felt that the age should be raised to 12. The 

group were unaware that the current age of criminal responsibility was so low and 

felt that this did not make sense. Up-2-Us identifies with the young people that there 

is a need for greater dispersal of information about rights and responsibilities of 

young people, most likely this would be through school.  
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2. Police powers to search children and young people for alcohol. 

Young Women 

Young women were not knowledgeable about the differences between consensual 

and non-consensual stop and search.  

In retrospect one young woman recognised that when the Police searched her for 

alcohol as a minor and removed it from her that this acted as a safeguard and meant 

that she would go home sober. The young women all agreed that their offending 

behaviour is triggered by drinking alcohol. Although conceding that removal of 

alcohol could be preventative, the group maintained that if young people want to 

drink they will find a way and thus any new Police power would not necessarily make 

noticeable difference.  

The young women had all experienced being stopped and searched, they said the 

experience is embarrassing. One young women explained an incident when the 

Police stopped her in the middle of Glasgow City Centre during the day. She was 

with a group of new friends from College and as a result had to explain why this had 

happened, her offending history and re-live the past. She summed this up, ‘getting 

on with life, yet you still get stopped and have to explain yourself.’ 

They collectively thought that the process was intrusive, and made them each 

paranoid about meetings with the Police. One young women provided an alternative 

idea, whereby Police attend your place of residence or make greater use of inviting 

you to the station if you’re marked as an individual at risk or in trouble. This would 

prevent their feeling accosted on the street and give them greater power in the 

relationship. The group also spoke about Police code of conduct, that paramount is 

making sure individuals are safe, that any restraints used should be safe and 

replicate the restraints used by Secure Centres. They would also advocate for more 

female staff based on traumatic accounts of Strip/ Searching.  

The group felt that young people’s relationships with the Police were very important. 

Some described being met with responses that were very helpful, from individuals 

who were friendly, had a laugh with them, and could speak to them on their level. 

One young women noted an Officer she identified as being especially nasty to her as 

a minor, saying that she would end up in prison, had spoken to her as an adult and 

had apologized, saying that he thought it would help knock some sense into her. 

They noted that older Police officers were usually more relaxed with them, whereas 

younger Police would be cheeky, more arrogant and generally give them a worse 

time. They tended to think this was down to inexperience, and attempts to assert 

themselves. In addition young women had also interacted with Campus Cops, they 

were more relaxed and young women only had positive things to say about them. 

The group agreed that tougher stances on ID’ing in shops and pubs would help and 

that CCTV deters groups from drinking in public places.  

The young women considered that drinking culture was informed by their peers, 

school, parents. Some said looking back they wouldn’t want to start drinking as 
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young as they had and highlighted the importance of positive role models in 

preventing this.   

Younger Girls 

This group spoke strongly about the legitimacy of stop and search, that they should 

not be random or without warrant. The group felt that searches on girls should 

always be carried out by a female Police officer. One individual noted that it was rare 

to be stopped when only with girl friends, and was far more common to happen to 

her when she was with a male group of friends. In addition, when with a group of 

boys the girl members were less likely to be searched. Potentially making girls more 

likely to be asked or pressured into carrying alcohol, drugs and weapons on behalf of 

boys.  

Similarly for this group, the experience was embarrassing, “a man searched me and 

I felt embarrassed as I had girl stuff in my bag”. Another said “I felt powerless and 

being wound up, that left me annoyed”. 

Again this group also noted that younger Police had a more provocative attitude, and 

that Police attitude was generally poor towards then during searches. One individual 

noted, “some are nice and some are nasty”. 

The group felt that Stop and Search Powers were acceptable so long as they were 

explained properly to young people at the time. They maintained a strong stance 

against random searches, “not if I’m not doing anything wrong”.  After discussion the 

group decided that if young people are under the influence of substances, that Police 

should ask their permission to search them, and not to have an attitude about it. 

They thought this was the best way to prevent escalation of risk. Specifically, they 

thought searches should be conducted by gender appropriate officers. 

In regards new powers, the group did not think this would make any difference, and 

that if they did come into action that Police should “not be annoying to people who 

are not doing anything”.  

Similar to the older group these girls didn’t think much would change their attitude 

towards alcohol, that “we won’t listen, it is part of growing up”. 

 

Concluding remarks 

Age of Criminal Responsibility 

The younger group, perhaps in part due to being closer to the new proposed age of 

criminal responsibility, advocated more for the increase.  

The older group of young women looked back on how they would have felt between 

the ages of 8-10 and deemed that they would potentially think they could ‘get away 

with bad behaviour’ for longer. While Up-2-Us understands this standpoint, it does 

not deter us from our view that increasing the age of criminal responsibility is the fair 

and right thing to do, and that the welfare state Scotland so readily embraces must 
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offer all that it promises in regards protection, support and provision of opportunity to 

deter any such feelings of negative gain. 

Stop and Search Powers for Alcohol   

This topic was viewed more similarly between the groups, the main points to take 

from discussion were,  

 The importance of the relationship between Police and young people, it can 

be protective or cause feelings of powerlessness, embarrassment, and 

resentment. 

 Stop and Search is only okay when there is demonstrable need, such as 

young people being under the influence. Without clarity young people may 

feel punished or violated by searches for alcohol which they know in itself is 

not illegal to carry.  

 There are alternatives; older girls would prefer other methods of interaction 

and with Police officers they know if they are considered to be in trouble or in 

need. Stops in the street make young people re-live difficult times and expose 

their issues to others. There are potential roles for individuals such as 

Campus Cops, or Policing powers to be delegated to individuals who are 

integrated into other social and health roles to provide a less threatening or 

aggravated welfare based approach.  

 Searches should only ever be conducted by an individual of the same gender 

to prevent any re-traumatisation or added embarrassment.  

 

 


